
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists 

of several sub-series. Today’s sermon, The Stone Is Moved, invites us into celebration and 

reflection upon the realities of Jesus’ resurrection in our lives and in all of creation. You 

will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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www.aldersgateabilene.org 

Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we 

share the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults (interim):  

     Dennis Land 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, April 16: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  2:00 p.m. Confirmation Class Party 

  3:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class 

  5:00 p.m. Kids for Christ 

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, April 17:  

  Church Office closed for Easter holiday 
  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

    

Tuesday, April 18: 

  9:30 a.m. Ruth Circle 

  1:00 p.m. UMW Reading Group 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Practice 

     

 Wednesday, April 19: 

  2:00 p.m. Growth Group 

  6:30 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, April 20: 

  7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

                                   
                                       COMING UP 
 

Aldersgate Alive! Sunday, April 23 

9:30 a.m. Gathering @ Church (Light Refreshments Provided)  

9:50 a.m. Send-off Worship Service in Sanctuary  

10:30 a.m. Red Bag Delivery in Neighborhood  

11:30 a.m. Celebration Lunch in Fellowship Hall 



Aldersgate Alive: Next Sunday! 
     Next Sunday, April 23, we at Aldersgate 

UMC will suspend our regularly scheduled 

services to serve as a group in our 

community as part of our annual all-church 

outreach event known as Aldersgate Alive. 

We will express our love of and for our 

neighbors by delivering bags of personal 

items such as towels and toothpaste to the 

people who live in the neighborhood.  

      As we give these products to our 

neighbors — items that we all use every day — we are recognizing our common humanity. With 

this simple gift, we acknowledge our neighbors and maybe even save them a trip to the store! 

The Aldersgate Alive leadership team has notified the recipients in the neighborhood about the 

gift that is coming their way, and the personal items will be assembled in red bags that bear the 

AUMC logo this week. Next Sunday, all participants of Aldersgate Alive will receive the 

information you need (including home addresses!) for each delivery when you pick up the red 

bags to be delivered in the neighborhood. So take note of the schedule change for this exciting 

day of service and fellowship as we join in God’s work in our neighborhood! — Sally Villers  

Common Questions 

Q: Who participates? A: Everyone. All ages are 

welcome. Families and friends often choose to serve 

together. 

Q: What do we wear? A: Red Aldersgate Alive t-shirts. 

They are free and available to anyone who needs one. 

Check the Welcome Center for more information.  

Q: Is childcare available? A: Yes. Children of all ages 

are welcome to serve with parents, but nursery care is 

available if needed.  

Q: What do we need to bring? A: Yourself, the people 

you love and a desire to serve. All items for delivery 

will be provided. 

PLEASE NOTE  

THE SCHEDULE  

FOR THE MORNING  

9:30 a.m. Gathering @ Church 

(Light Refreshments Provided)  

9:50 a.m. Send-off Worship Service 

in Sanctuary  

10:30 a.m. Red Bag Delivery  

in Neighborhood  

11:30 a.m. Celebration Lunch  

in Fellowship Hall 



Academy: Martha Circle Plants Seeds 
      During their March meeting, members of the Martha Circle of 

Aldersgate’s United Methodist Women met as they do every month to 

share, grow and celebrate. After their fellowship time together, they got 

to work, putting together seed packets for the families of the Academy. 

While none of the circle members who put the packets together have 

small children at home anymore, they certainly remember the anxiety 

that can come with leaving children with caregivers, even with those as 

qualified and loving as the Academy teachers and staff.  With this in 

mind, these woman chose to demonstrate their appreciation of the 

parents’ confidence in the Academy when choosing a place for their 

children. We thank God for the seeds, literal and metaphorical, that are planted by the UMW in 

our church and our local mission field. Thanks be to God!   — Carol Rogers 

Children: Parent/Kid Showdown 
      Our second annual Parent/Kid Showdown will take place on May 7 at 6 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. All year during Kids for Christ, the kids have been learning about the books 

of the Bible. The kids are excited to show their parents all of their new knowledge and to invite 

their parents to compete with them. Last year, the kids took their parents down with their 

Bible knowledge, and the parents are ready to redeem themselves this year! Some parents have 

volunteered to cook everyone dinner as a way to 

say thank you to Cathy Justus for her hard work in 

feeding our kids and to thank all the children’s 

ministry workers who love and minister to our kids 

each week. This is sure to be a memorable evening, 

and I hope all the parents and kids from preschool-

5th Grade can attend. — Alayna Brooks 

The following positions are available for hire at Aldersgate UMC: director of children’s 

ministry, director of connections and communication, director of finance, coordinator of 

artistic design. Complete job descriptions are available at www.aldersgateabilene.org on the I’m 

New page, Job Openings. Interested parties are invited to submit cover letters and resumes to both 

Brad Hicks, SPRC chairperson, at hicksb1215@hotmail.com and to Amy Wilson Feltz, 

associate pastor, at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org, by Monday, May 1, 2017. 

Job Openings 

http://www.aldersgateabilene.org
mailto:hicksb1215@hotmail.com
mailto:amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org


“So the women hurried away from the tomb,  

afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.” 

Matthew 28:8 

 

      Each one of the Gospel writers — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

— tell the story of Jesus’ resurrection differently.  Matthew includes 

the gripping line above, describing the two women named Mary as 

being afraid and filled with joy.  

      Can a person really be filled with joy while at the same time feeling afraid? This 

conundrum points to a deep reality of our human condition: We are an emotional mixed bag. 

      Fear was the first negative emotion experienced by humans after Adam and Eve sinned in 

the Garden (Genesis 3:10). Scripture and our experiences affirm that fear is not what God 

desires for us and that actions that are rooted in fear are counter to human wholeness. The 

command not to fear is the most often repeated command in scripture (365 times). And yet we 

know that the words, “Do not be afraid” do not often heal our fear on their own.  

      Healing from and abandoning fear takes place when we trust the joy-producing voice of 

God more than the voices of fear. The women at the tomb were carrying both feelings with 

them, yet they allowed joy to drive them and lead them to tell their story of their experience at 

the empty tomb.  While they were still experiencing fear, they let joy take charge! 

      Could it be that one of the ways that we find freedom from fear is by taking the risk of 

telling the story, our story, of how God has been at work in our lives to bring to life out of 

what was dead? Living out of fear, the women could have made a hundred excuses not to tell 

their story to Jesus’ disciples. Instead, they made themselves vulnerable for the sake of 

others.  As you tell your story, you will be freed from your fear, and those who hear your 

story will be encouraged greatly to trade fear for joy, too!  I hope you can find one person 

today, on this Easter Sunday, to share your most recent God story. I hope you can seek out 

other people and ask them to share their stories with you.  In the telling of the stories, may fear 

decrease and joy increase!    



Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $    12,915.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    36,473.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  213,377.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (10,498.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      6,824.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

Praise for the birth of Finn James  

Bronaugh on 4/11/17.  

Congrats, Emily and Brooks! 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 4.9.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

April 23: Aldersgate Alive! - All-church outreach event on Sunday morning. Cookie Monsters 

needed for freshly baked cookies to add to each bag!  

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 267 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 174 

Sunday School = 204                                                                                                                                              

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus


